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School Council Minutes
Friday 7th February 2025
Staff 

Miss Whiteley 

Pupils: Jemimah (1BN), Hadiya (1TH), Benji (1C), Grace (2C), Dilliaan (2H), Ezra (2A), Annabel (3V), Olivia (3H), George (3Z), Luna (4DA), Azza (5H), Joseph (5H), Maryam (6C), Ahmed (6C), Aman (6D) and Ebony (6D)
Apologies: William (4T) – Arts Fortnight  
1. Welcome

Miss Whiteley welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Art Gallery Potential Generated Revenue 
Miss Whiteley re-capped the last meetings points on where any money raised would go from the proposed stalls at The Splashdown or from the ‘One Colour Day’ before visiting Mrs Stott’s idea of creating an Art Gallery with artwork on sale and any money generated from the sales put back into school. 

The Council Reps walked around the school grounds to look at certain areas where the money could be invested. 

Areas identified by the reps were: 

The Scooter Rack – currently 2 or 3 scooters in each section. Do we need another rack?  George (3Z)

Outdoor Classroom – the councillors all felt that there could be some improvements made. Ahmed (6C) commented that often when it rained the rain came in through the windows. He suggested perhaps improvements to the roof and some perspex windows at the front (there are already some at the rear). 

Ebony (6D) and Azza (5H) both added that the rain came in through the sides of the roof as well and thought that this needed to be made more water tight. 
Wildlife Area/Willow Tunnel – Olivia (3H) thought that the willow tunnel area needed to be remade as there were large gaps in places. 
Scrap Shed – Ahmed (6C) commented that currently it was really hard to access the equipment and suggested that a better way of storing the equipment was to have some kind of shelving or large containers. 

The Hive – The Council walked around the garden area and Maryam (6C) thought that it might be nice to have some more planting, shrubs and flowers and maybe some pots or raised flower beds. 

Ahmed (6C) raised the fact that that the decking/wooden pathway often got very slippery due to the moss. He felt that either the moss was removed to make it safer. 
The Shelter (ACE Peace Keepers) – Miss Whiteley informed the council that the Podders had renamed themselves as the ACE Peace Keepers and that Mrs Stott had agreed for them to use the shelter as a space for children to come if they wanted some help with friendship disputes, were upset or just wanted some quiet time. 
Miss Whiteley asked the councillors to spend some time thinking about any improvements that could be made to the shelter or additions to make it more welcoming. 

Ahmed (6C) mentioned that the rain came in through the windows so suggested that some perspex would help with this. 

The reps then looked at the existing wooden floor and Ahmed (6C) suggested having some kind of foam floor that you slot together ‘like the ones that babies have’. 

Olivia (3H) had noticed some carpet pieces in the scrap shed and spoke to the council about how children often threw them around the playground and that instead they could be used for children to sit on in the shelter. 

Hadiyah (1TH) thought that there should be a table so that children could colour-in and Olivia added that there could be pens and paper and books and Lego to use. 

Miss Whiteley thought that they were great ideas and added perhaps the Lego and books etc could be stored in storage boxes that fitted under the benches. 
Benji (1C) thought the shelter needed to be more colourful, Olivia (3H) suggested some kind of decorations and Miss Whiteley added perhaps paper chains that the children could make (?). Olivia thought that was a great idea. 

Miss Whiteley also added and perhaps some kind of sign so that children know what the space is for and the council reps all agreed. 

Bike Shelter- Ahmed (6C) asked if we could visit the bike shelter as he had noticed that one of the Perspex panels at the back of the shelter was cracked/broken. He thought that some of the money could go to replace this. 

Returning inside, next the council talked about play equipment and any other areas that their classes had identified. 

Maryam and Ahmed (6C) said that their class would like some replacement stilts and also some basketballs. 

Hadiya (1TH) said that her class wanted more footballs and Aman (D) said that his class had asked for footballs as well. Hadiya added that her class would also like tennis racquets and balls and badminton racquets and shuttlecocks. 

Ahmed (6C) raised the subject of playground markings, he proceeded to comment that during the previous year they were asked to vote on some different markings and since then nothing had happened. Maryam added that she also remembered this and that there was hopscotch and some others but that they could only choose three. 
Several members of the council chorused that they also remembered this. 
Olivia informed the council that she had seen a giant chess board (marked out on the playground) with pieces while walking past another school and she thought children at ACE might like this.  Some of the councillors were concerned that children wouldn’t look after the pieces and would leave them out but Olivia thought that a group of children could be responsible for making sure all the play equipment was returned including the chess pieces. 
Action: Miss Whiteley to pass on the council’s ideas and comments about the playground markings to Mrs Stott. 
3. AOB

Maryam (6C) said that several children  in her class had asked her to ‘put in a request’ for either a Halal option to be added to the menu or more varied vegetarian options as they were the same every week. 
Ahmed (6C) agreed and said that there was either one or two vegetarian options every day which was okay but they were the same each week so eg. every Friday would be a choice of veggie sausage or cheese & tomato pizza and you might have an option repeating more than once per week. 
Action: To continue discussion at the next meeting and to think of some options that they would like to keep but some other ones that they would like in replacement to others or rotated. 
Next Meeting is on Friday 28th February at 2.00pm
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